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| recently came very close o serv-
ing the rest of my life in a Canadian

| didn’t kil or hurt anybody, and |
ddn't damage any property. My
cnme? | embarrassed the govemment
of Canada and for that, the Canadian
judicial servants threw down the glove
and lunged straight for my jugular.

It ain't easy policing the oceans,
espeacially if you're protecting fish.

It all started in August 1993 when
| departed from Nova Scolia as cap-
tain of the 200-foot Cleveland Amory
to go to the Grand Banks of
Newloundiand and ordered Spanish
and Cuban draggers off the fishing
grounds, Canadian flisherman and
polticians had been whining for a
year about the giant draggers that
continued to strip-mine fish after
Canada had declared a total moratori-
um on cod flishing. With Canadian
fishermen on welfare and sitting on
the dock, the government's response
was a course heavy on rhetoric and
weak on action, The fishery had col-
lapsed n Canada. and draggers flying
various foreign Rags of convenience
wore raping the walers just outside
the territorial limits.

Something had to be done. We lelt
with well wishes from the tishing com-
munity and even a good luck saluta-
ton from the Canadian Minsster of
Figheries and Oceans.

Three days later, | encountered a
Cuban trawter, the Rio Las Casas. |
was also met by four Canadian gov-
ernment ships that refused to commu-
nicate with me. They just followed in
my wake like a silont escort.

Citing the authority of the United
Nations World Charter for Nature,
which allows for non-governmenial
and indwvidual action 10 protect endan-
gered species and habilats, | ordered
the Cubans to stop fishing, To my sur-
prise, they did, That s, until a
Canadian Fishenes patrol boat
rackoed them: “That black ship is com-
manded by a pirate. You have every
right to fish in these watees”
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The Cubans reset their net, so |
cut tham off, and with the aid of a
harmless stink bomb, evacuated their
traw| deck. | again ordered them 1o
leave, and they did. | then headed off
to obstruct two Spanish draggers.

Unbeknownst 1o me, the
Canadians—who | thought were on
my skie—had secrelly stashed a 21-
man emergency response team from
the Royal Canadsan Mounted Police
onboard one of the Coast Guard
ships, and had dispaiched a
Canadian Naval destroyer to back up
the four government ships, five aircraft
and 200 personnel akready on site.

The Mounties chased the Cubans
and pleaded with them for two hours
to lay a complaint against me. They
did, and my ship was boardad and
seized and my crew detained and
held without charges. | was arrested
and charged with two felony mischief
counts andangering life.

A government that had been com-
p'aining that they had no authority 1o
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deal with over-fishing culside the 200-
mile Bmit had strangely anough found
the authority o board my ship and
arest me in international watars for
obstructing the same ships they
insisted they wanted removed!

| was received with a hero's welk
come by Newfoundland fishers, but
the government would not relent. |
was ordered 1o stand trial in
September 1995, and released on
$10,000 bail. ¥ found guilty, the maxi-
mum sentence on two of the felony
counts wouki be Me. | was also
charged with ssmple mischiel.

While | walted for the trial, the
government in March 1995, goaded
by political pressure from frustrated
fishermen, attacked the Spanish
trawler £stal with gunfire and water
cannon in international waters. The
ship was seized and her captain
arrested. The Minister of Fisheries of
Canada was lauded in the media as a
national hero. He then dropped the
charges and released the Spanish

The Sea Shepherd ship Cleveland
Amory ohstructing the traw! nels of
the Spanish dragoor Posca Vagquoiro
on the Grand Banks of
Newrfoundiand, 240 miaes off the
coust of Canada, July 28, 1993,
Photo: Pater Brown

actions wero #ogal. My defenso was
that whilo | did in fact cbstruct the
Cubang, | was actng under the
authority of the United Nations World
Charter for Nature, The Crown proge-
cutor caliod mo “a pirate motivated by
ideology, and misguided priorses”
The Jury disagreed and returned
with @ not guity verdict on the two
serious charges, and a quilty vardct

A riddle from the deep...

Riddle me this: When is an editorial
not an editorial?

Time's Up. When it's written by a
fund-raising copywriter and not the
person whose signhature appears on
the byline.

Not exactly what you'd expect from
the “magazine divers trust.”

What ever happened to calling an
aqualung an aqualung?
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Most impartantly 1o me, the Cuban
ship we obstructed returned to Cuba
without calching any more lish, and
the entire Cuban fleet was recaied,
Wheraas radiish quotas in 1992 ware
excoedod by 40%, in 1903 the catch
was 40% under quota, We had mdeed
savod somo hsh.

Even more embarrassing for the
government, howovor, Span charged
Canadian Fisharies Ministar Brian
Tobin with piracy and malicious prose-
cuon for attacking the Spanish
Irawler Esta). Span has caled me as
a witness for tha plantit! to prove that
Canada's actions were wrong
Incansed, Canada i now appealing
my acquitial by Yhe jury and demand-
ng & second nal,



