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cuit and was falrly near to us.

The Lusitania was more than just a challenging dive
however. It has 1 fascrpatgn and controversial history
that drew INto 1t. I h rllntt r}leette d
P o - 8l 1C U Kbl 1 U t h atl (fl d net

2 GCOIHG O S€SS€ [ with 1t. There are Just so
many riddles to unravel that it takes determination and a focus
bordering on obsession to get to the bottom of it.”

waged verbal war on materialism and other evils and talking his way to the back of the church where
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that tempted men into the good life, the preacher its huge, double doors overlooked the ocean.

CONTINUED

descended to the central aisle, pointing his finger Parishioners followed the preacher’'s every motion,
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Xp€ dition?

| began to ask people if they would commit to the training and the
cost of the expedition about 18 months to two years before we
dived. That was more than enough lead time to actually set up the
expedition. One factor was that the UK members of the team were
not trained in the use of trimix and had very little knowledge of gas
mixing and the implications of this kind of technical diving at that
time. Four months out, | knew exactly what we were going to do
and what contingencies were available. We were meeting on a reg-
ular basis to discuss how to improve what had been planned.

How m any dives did you do In prepar: ation for the dive?

We scheduled 49 dives Iin preparation for the Lusitania. We were
going out every other weekend last winter. We conducted a lot of
the deep training in a close controlled environmental quarry in North
Wales. The UK team trained in excess of 90 meters/293 f because we
didn't want the Lusitania to be the team’s deepest dive when we
arrived In Ireland. We needed to test everythlng

How important was diver safety in your plann Ing,

——

A great deal of thought went into our what ifs and what thens. |
would stay up til 3:00 in the morning contemplating what could
happen and how we would deal with it. We agreed as a team was
to ban any form of competitiveness and encourage discussion. As a
result our post dive brteﬁngs became incredibly honest.

Did the exp yedition come out as vou had ;;tu inned?

Yes in every way. It was a perfect execution of our plan, right down
0 the number of vegetarian meals in the packed lunches. We could
nave spent more money to hire assistants to help with the gas mix-
INg or to help with unloading the boat, but we decided not to. It was
hard work. We got up early. We worked through the morning set-
ting everything up. Everyone had a designated task. We worked very
well as a team. Of course, | didn't really have a great sense of relief

until after the last day’s diving when | knew that it had been an inci
dent-free trip.

lechnical diving appears to be predominantly a male bastion. Did
oman was ever an issue?

| don't have anything to say on that subject. The answer is no. It was
never an Issue. | have encountered sexist attitudes from some men
along the way but nothing | couldnt handle. Most of the Lusitania
team were Intelligent enough to be above it. Though | did think that
your art spread in HARD (aquaCorps Journal, N8, HARDCORE) was
completely offensive and I'm not alone.

You did?

| don't like anything that suggests violence to woman. Perhaps you
should have the mechanical hand grabbing a man’s penis instead of

a breast. Then you would see what | mean.

you find that being a w

Fair enough. It seems that technical diving has a lot fewer women
then recreational diving as a whole (about 37% female according to
PADI staustics). Our surveys suggest it's 5% or less. Can you offer

any !I'.‘-.ME:’_E'H'H as 10 %_*-t!ti that 1s?
- .t .

It has more to do with perception
more than reality. Men probably
find the sport easier than women
because of the equipment and
intensive nature of technical div-
Ng. However, having said that,
Ve seen men who are not partic-
ularly strong who are able to
wheel some heavy equipment. |
believe that women can over-
come what might be perceived to
be a physical lack of strength if it's
something that they really want
to do.

| understand that you

oot bent’
on a practice run a week prior to
{}’it_‘ L-t;‘ir!‘iutt " 1|* LILLLEST %ht"r't'
been a very ditticult personal
t%t’.’u.'iﬂtt.ﬁ Em“ YOu 1O tit't'itlt’ L0 Carry
on anyway. Are you comfortable
talking about it?

| don't like talking about it or dis-
cussing It in much detail for a very
obvious reason. People are going
to read this and there IS no guar-
antee of how theyTre going to
Interpret what | have to say. What
| don't want to do is to be an
example of someone who acted

Irresponsibly and got away with it.

And then have someone else do

the same thing who subsequently
ends up in a wheelchair for life. It
Is very difficult for me to talk about
it for that reason.

[t was obviously a very personal
decision on your part. You had

worked on the project for 2 years.
Yes, of course it was a personal
decision. | believed that my recov-
ery was totally satisfactory in so
much that | was not going to can-
cel that trip. That's not to say that |
iIntended to dive. | reserved that
decision for the trip. However, |
definitely was not going to let it
stop the wheels that were in
motion, the imminent arrival of
the American divers b 24
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and everything that had been planned.

r"' El 1]
R ve flivere ave 31 €Yino NNiv Richirec
_aVEe AIvers Nave 4 savingege, F AKEC OV DICTHUresS, 1cave

i

Its very simple really. There is a man who claims he
owns the Lusitania and told us that we werent
allowed to visit the shipwreck. His claim has yet to be
proven. But the maritime and merchant marine laws
were such that | felt that no laws were being broken
N visiting the shipwreck which is why we were able
to proceed unhindered. In addition, we were visited
by the Irish Customs and Excise people and informed
that If we recovered anything from the Lusitania, we
would have to hand it over to Customs. As a result,
we felt that there was a certain risk in recovering any-
thing from the ship and so we decided not to take
that nsk. (It was later reported that some team mem-
bers removed artifacts. See “Who owns the Lusey,”
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| dont think there are really any frontiers.
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The limits are more a matter of economics than any-
thing else. Unless there is a promise of great gain,
progress will be relatively slow. | see the most poten-
tial for progress being made in commercial and sci-
entific diving. Recreational divers will hang onto their
coat tails as far as they can go. Its an expensive sport.
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tramning, 'g;".ﬁ_;fz;zﬁ"‘:%ﬂgg the whole thing?

By the time | had finished pulling in “deals”, the financial
costs were viable for everyone who | wanted to be
iINvolved, but the indirect costs of our time and rela-
tonships were higher than anticipated. Everyone
agrees that their contribution in man-hours was exces-
sSive and cannot be adequately quantified. This was
largely due to the learning curve we had to climb as a
team and taking the what if/what then approach to
planning. One of our team reckoned it personally cost
him in the range of £10,000 (About US $15,000—ed
hard cash to prepare and participate in the expedition.

exploration goals over the
i

What are your personal
next 18 fi‘hﬂﬂ}‘ﬁ

My goals are to identify several virgin wrecks beyond 70
m/ 228 m off the southwest coast of England. We have
the coordinates and well be diving them on mix.
Another member of the team is handling the organk-
zational side of the expedition because of the time
involved. | have professional commitments and other
affairs which are my priority for the time being.
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